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PUBLIC MEETING PARTICIPANT’S NOTES 
 
Transportation Personnel present at the Public Meeting included: 
 

Craig Lind – (NDOR Gering) District Five – Engineer 
Randy ElDorado – (NDOR Lincoln) Project Development Engineer 
Len Sands – (NDOR Lincoln) Project Development Environmental Unit Head 
Lou Lenzen – (NDOR Lincoln) Roadway Design Division Assistant Design Engineer 
Toby Fierstein – (NDOR Lincoln) Roadway Designer Unit 
Randy Kaster – (Olsson Associates) Project Manager/Roadway Design 
Tony Egelhoff – (Olsson Associates) Roadway Design, south segment 
Joan Darling – (Olsson Associates) Environmental 
Amy Zlotsky – (Felsburg, Holt, & Ullevig) Environmental 
Matthew B. McFadden – (Felsburg, Holt, & Ullevig) Roadway Design, north segment 
Rick Haden – (Felsburg, Holt, & Ullevig) Safety Analysis 
Efrain Quintanilla – (NDOR Lincoln) Roadway Design, as Spanish language interpreter 
Greg Weinert – (NDOR Lincoln) Communications – Public Hearings Officer 
Frank Rich – (FHWA Lincoln) Senior Transportation Engineer 
Raegan Ball – (FHWA Lincoln) Environmental Specialist 

 
Olsen Associates staff (Engineering Consultants)— 
Randy Kaster, Tony Egelhoff, & Joan Darling 
 
Comment: Marv Dickinson – Wanted know why we didn’t cross railroad to the east to minimized 

ROW impacts near Angora. 
Response: Primary reason for staying on the west was to utilize existing ROW and roadway, as it is 

difficult and expensive to cross railroad. 
 
Comment: John Blake (U.S. Representative Assistant) – Asked what safety improvements could be 

added if US 385 stayed a 2-lane roadway. 
Response: Widen the surfaced shoulders (Super-two), flatter backslopes to reduce drifting snow, 

centerline rumblestrips, improve certain vertical curves to aid in sight distance. 
 
Comment: Lee Mason – Wanted to know what gasline impacts would be, if any ROW was being 

purchased yet, and what the environmental process was for.  Also commented that he 
thought the prairie dogs near the junction had been moved and should no longer be an 
issue. 

Response: Informed him we are working with the gas company to determine where it will be moved.  
The ROW process won’t start until the Environmental process is complete.  Explained the 
basic purpose of the environmental process.  

 
Comment: Rick Lewis – Asked about the overlay section for the interim construction. 
Response: Discussed NDOR’s general concept of utilizing the existing pavement until such point it 

no longer is maintainable and must be replaced. 
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Comment: Mr. Swanson – Lives just north of County line, and thought Alternative 1 would allow for 
flatter grades.  Noted most of the loads they haul are downhill and empty coming back up 
L-62A.  Also noted he doesn’t have any issues with the existing intersection.  In reviewing 
the project near his property, he noted it will likely clip some of his pivots. 

Response: Discussed the grades on the sweeping curve will depend on the amount of grading through 
the hills and valleys NDOR would prefer. 

 
Comment: Craig Barthel (2541 S. Hwy 385) – Too much traffic on the Highway.  He noted his house 

has the original kitchen from the 1st Country Club, club house from the 1920’s.  The old 
golf course was just to the east.  Also noted he would like the old highway rehabbed so 
they could enter town without having to access the main highway. 

Response: Noted SHPO could look at it to see if there is any historical significance.   
 
Comment: Jim & Charlotte Moravek – They travel to Scottsbluff 2-3 times a month and have never 

not had a close call incident.  Noted the state will be embarrassed when South Dakota 
completes their remaining 24 miles to the border before we do anything.  When asked what 
they felt was the biggest “need”, they noted safety is primary, as vehicles traveling slowly 
and trucks passing with no regard for passing zones. 

 
Comment: Steve Erdmann (County Board) – County Road 95 should stay where it is, rather than 

realigning.  There is a big hill that would need to be cut if it is moved.  He recommended 
Alternatives 3 and 4.  Suggested not doing County Road 118 concepts, but rather widen the 
other Angora roads to limit the length of time farm equipment must be on Hwy 385. 

 
Comment: Rachel Gonzales (City Council) – Understood it’s a process that needs followed, but 

wonders why it takes so long.  Questioned whether she would ever see it done. 
 
Comment: Mick McCarthy, Rex Trumble - Dinklage Feedlot.  Recently spent $185,000 on upgrades 

to lagoon system to meet NDEQ. EPA requirements.  All drain to those along the road, 
then pump to center pivot. 

 
Comment: Claudia and Gary Benda – own property in Morrill County.  Related problems with traffic 

each time they travel to Scottsbluff, usually see or are in a close call. 
 
Comment: Frank Rich, FHWA, asked questions about Prairie dog habitat, how alternatives would 

impacts. 
 
Comment: Gentleman (involved with Alliance – implement sales?) Wanted us to look at Big Picture, 

Heartland Expressway as a while.  Asked him if he had any info on oil drilling in Niobrara 
formation.  No drilling yet, but leases are being taken out.  He related that one oil well 
would require 1200 truck trips. 

 
Comment: Jim Douglas – lives in house in Angora that would be between existing alignment and Alt. 

5.  Does not like Alt. 5.  First, it would cut his property.  But also concerned about 
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increased noise from roadway near house. Related that train whistles are blown three times 
in Angora – if could reduce crossings, that would help a lot. 

 
Comment: Several People – Get it done. 
 
Comment: J.D. Cox , Alliance – developing an intermodal plan, but just starting.  Airport has one of 

longest runways in state, would be ideal for freight.  Combine with highway and Railroad.  
He has talked to dept of economic development about intermodal.  Have received funding 
to improve airport.  

 
Comment: Amy Cook, Highway Archeologist – works at Ft. Robinson, covers western 2/3 of state. 

She drives US 385 frequently.  I asked her about close calls, she related time when semi 
turning into side street encroached on on-coming lane, she was coming in opposite 
direction and just missed it. 

 
Comment: Mr. and Mrs. Mason: -- drive this road every Thursday to doctor in Scottsbluff.  Leave at 

9:00 and return at 2:30.  Doesn’t like two-way left turn lane option in Alliance.  “Unsafe”.  
They say they encounter at least 100 vehicles coming other direction during trip.  Trucks 
speed a lot.  Beet season from September thru February is the heaviest volume for trucks.  
Trucks run 24 hrs/day, and only stop if weather is very bad.  “Unless you’re out here you 
don’t understand the impact of the trucks.” 

 
Comment: Mr. Meng: -- Lives at southwest corner of US 385 and Sarpy Road.  His mother lives next 

door.  He wanted to know if the homes would be acquired.  He commented they might like 
to be acquired.  He noted that if they are acquired the intersection skew angle could be 
improved.  He noted there is a water well (domestic quality) that they would like left 
untouched. 

 
Comment: Mr. Meng’s uncle: -- He lives a little further west of Mr. Meng.  He said all the houses 

along Sarpy Road near US 385 are owned by relatives.  He farms the ground south of the 
houses up to US 385.  He asked how much land might be acquired and what the process 
was.  Directed him to speak to Greg Weinert about process. 

 
Comment: Jim Jelinek: -- Asked whether a permanent DOT truck scale would be constructed at US 

385 and L62A junction.  He said the Ag Dept is saying it will be constructed.  Mr. Jelinek 
owns the land west of US 385 between Rock Road and 3rd Street.  He liked the alternatives 
being considered.  He said the previous ones he saw from many years ago went several 
hundred feet west into his field and would have had a big impact on him.  He also 
questioned why project was stopping at 3rd Street.  He thought it should go to 10th Street.  
Where the improvements are currently stopping is in a low area that has overtopped several 
times, including last year. 

 
Comment: J.D. Cox, Alliance City Manager – He mentioned City is in process of developing an 

intermodal plan.  With RR, highway and airport (old Army Air Base) they have a good 
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confluence of transportation modes.  He said BNSF has been doing a lot of hiring recently.  
Many are coming from surrounding towns and commuting each day. 

 
Comment: Dan Carnine – owns and farms south of CR 128 on west side of US 385.  Concerned that 

widening will impact his center pivot.  He said the center pivot well cannot be moved 
further west due to some trees.  Keep road as far east as possible. 

 
Comment: Steve Petersen – owns and farms on west side of US 385 at about Station 360.  Asked 

about median breaks.  He runs cattle across highway to field on east side at Station 345.  
Would like median breaks at Stations 345 and 360.  Likes Alternate #3 for big sweeping 
curve. 

 
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig Staff (Engineering Consultants)— 
Matt McFadden, Amy Zlotsky, Rick Haden 
 
Comment: Gentleman access his property located east of the railroad tracks via Sarpy Road.  He 

indicated that when he is southbound on US-385 and stops to turn left onto Sarpy Road, 
there is a slight hill that makes it hard to see.  He also doesn’t like to stop to wait to turn for 
fear that he might get rear ended. 

Response: I noted his comment and told him we would review the site distance at that intersection. 
 
Comment:  Representatives (Mick McCarthy and Rex Trumbull) from the Dinklage Feed Lot just 

south of Alliance indicated the expense involved with their lagoons near the highway and 
what an impact they would have if the new road got into those lagoons.  They indicated if 
the lagoons were impacted, it would require relocating the lagoons and 2 rows of cattle 
pens (approx. 4000 cattle).  The expense would be considerable.  They spent $185,000 to 
construct the lagoon facility per NDEQ and EPA requirements.  The lagoons are pumped 
to the adjacent two pivots.  They also indicated that they use the Snake Creek crossing to 
run cattle under the highway and railroad tracks to access land on both sides. Indicated that 
the creek is a dry creek.  They own 18 center pivots on east of the highway as well as land 
west of the feed yard. 

Response:   I indicated that we were aware of the potential issues if we impact the lagoons.  I told them 
we didn’t know the expense involved, other than it would be significant, to relocate the 
lagoons.  I told them that we were analyzing the severity of the impacts and studying ways 
to minimize them.   

 
Comment:  Gentleman living on the northeast corner of US-385 & Rock Road was pleased to see that 

none of the Alliance alternatives involved extending a frontage road through his property.  
He also indicated that a tremendous amount of BNSF traffic use Rock Road to access the 
BNSF yard immediately to the east of the project.  He asked if there was any way to limit 
their use of this road. 

Response:  I acknowledged his comment about the frontage road and told him that because Rock Road 
was a public road I didn’t think there was anything we could do about the BNSF using the 
road to access their facilities. 
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Comment:  Three different residents along US-385 between Rock Road and Kansas Avenue all 
indicated that they did not like the 5-lane alternative with the center two-way-left-turn-
lane.  They thought the alternatives shifting the road to the west and constructing a 
frontage road to provide them access would be the safest solution.  Mentioned one property 
is an auction house which gets a tremendous number of visitors during an auction.  They 
felt the 5-lane section wouldn’t work for him, but the frontage roads could better 
accommodate the traffic without causing issues on the highway. 

Response:  I acknowledged their comments and encouraged them to fill out comment sheets 
identifying there preferred alternative in Alliance. 

 
Comment:  Property owner on the northeast corner of US-385 and Kansas Avenue said that he 

believes there to be sight issues between 3rd Street (N-2) and Kansas Ave.  He said the 
slight vertical curves in combination with the horizontal curves through the intersection 
with Kansas Avenue tend to make people look pass the intersection and not realize the 
Kansas Ave intersection is there.  He also mentioned that his house is close to the existing 
ROW so that if any acquisition was needed along US-385, it would probably take his 
house.  He indicated that he felt Kansas Avenue carried a large amount of traffic, both 
passenger vehicles and large trucks.  He mentioned that he would like to see the frontage 
road that is shown lining up with his drive to be moved about 100’ to the east to line up 
with a proposed drive from the Pepsi distributer.   

Response:  I acknowledged his comments and encouraged him to fill out a comment sheet identifying 
his preferred alternative in Alliance and listing the other issues he mentioned.  I told him 
that I thought realigning the frontage road seemed like a reasonable option if the Pepsi 
distributer is indeed building the new drive.  Someone from the area economic 
development group said they would send me the plat showing the location of the proposed 
drive. 

 
Comment:  Gentleman discussed the number of trucks on US-385.  He said that it is almost impossible 

to pass going southbound from Alliance to Angora.  He said because of this, he sees a lot 
of people making dumb decisions to pass when there isn’t room.  He said he very rarely is 
able to drive from Alliance south at the posted speed limit due to the slow moving traffic 
and the limited passing zones. 

Response:  I acknowledged his comments. 
 
Comment:  Motorist asked it the traffic study had been conducted during the harvest season.  He said 

the truck traffic is so bad during the harvest that it makes it difficult to get around.   
Response:  I told him that I wasn’t sure when the traffic study was conducted, but would check to see. 
 
Comment:  Motorist indicated that the amount of truck traffic along US-385 was tremendous.  He said 

in addition to the Beet Trucks, they get all kinds of Cattle Trucks from Wyoming and 
Montana and Pipe trucks delivering pipe to the oil fields in North Dakota.   

Response:  I acknowledged his comments. 
 
Comment:  John Blake, Congressman Smith’s Field Representative, Scottsbluff said that the cities and 

academic institutions were especially interested in the project for bringing economic 
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development opportunities to their rural area by being part of something bigger—the Ports 
to Plains Alliance. He expressed concerns about the truck traffic and asked about safety 
features that could be added to the 2-lane roadway.  He also asked about project phasing. 

Response:   I told him I would pass on his comments, and asked Rick Haden to talk to him about safety 
features. 

 
Comment: Tim Garwood (Heartland Expressway Board) expressed disappointment is how long the 

project is taking and that it should have been built yesterday. The Board is looking at the 
big picture not just the L62A junction to Alliance.  They feel that it is “mind boggling” 
what kind of traffic could be here if the expressway facility was in place and they could be 
linked to Canada and Mexico. He also mentioned how dangerous and congested the road 
was, especially from Oct. to Feb. when beet traffic is on the road. 

Response:   I told him I would pass on his comments. 
 
Comment:   Jim Douglas (owns farm in Angora area, and works for railroad).  Does not like 

Alternative 5 through Angora as it would put highway noise closer to him and on the 
opposite side as the rail noise.  It would also “curtail his property line”. 

Response:   I told him I would pass on his comments. 
 
Comment: Pam and Bill Miller (live on 385 just south of Alliance and farm near Lutan). They are for 

the project and are very concerned about truck traffic.  They say that they are older, slower, 
and their reflexes are not as good as they used to be.  During harvest season for wheat 
(July), potatoes (Sept) and beans it’s not safe.  But during beet season, beginning in 
October, Pam said that she does not drive. 

Response:   I told them I would pass on their comments, and I asked Randy ElDorado and Reagan Ball 
if they would talk to the Millers. 

 
Comment: Amy Cook (Nebraska Highway Archeologist, Fort Robinson).  She had also experienced a 

harrowing near miss accident with a large truck on US 385 south of Alliance. 
Response:   I would pass on her comment. 
 
Comment: J.D. Cox (Alliance City Manager).  He is initiating an intermodal plan for the City to add 

to their economic development plan.  He has met with Richard Beyer with Nebraska Dept 
of Econ Development.  The Alliance airport is one of the longest in the state as it was an 
Army Air Base during WWII, and they just added an ILS (?) system.  Plus they have the 
BNSF hub/switching facility and US 385.   

 
Comment: Female driver - Making Left turns from US 385 at Sarpy Road intersection is 

uncomfortable with vehicles coming up behind you and passing on the shoulder. 
Response: I acknowledged comment and indicated that any improvements would address left turns. 
 
Comment :  John Blake indicated that summer months are most challenging with greater conflicts 

between locals and tourists. 
Response:  I acknowledged his comment. 
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Comment:  Dan Carnine (Sec. 01-T22N-R50W) suggested shifting the road to the east utilizing the 
old right of way to reduce impacts to center pivot. 

Response: I acknowledged his comment and indicated that I would pass it on. 
 
Comment: Dan Carnine also asked if a cattle crossing could be provided under US 385 in the same 

area since his operation is on both sides of the highway.   
Response:  I acknowledged his comment and indicated that I would pass it on. 
 
Comment: Casper Brixius, County Commissioner from Alliance expressed general interest and the 

project schedule. 
Response: I referred him to the schedule in the handout. 
 
Comment: Business Owner on the southeast corner of US 385 & 3rd Street would prefer a full access 

including left turns on US 385, but indicated that he would accept right turn- in / right turn- 
out if he can maintain his two drives on 3rd Street. 

Response:  I explained that left turns would be permitted under the flush median alternate but 
restricted under the other median options. 

 
Comment: Property owner on the southwest corner US 385 Sarpy Road  and Sarpy Road indicated 

that BNSF drives on and off of US 385 anywhere they want on the east side of the 
highway north of Sarpy Road.  

Response: I acknowledged his comment and indicated that I would pass it on. 
 
Randy ElDorado— 
I documented one comment from Bill and Pam Miller.  They are concerned about safety conflicts on the 
highway between passenger vehicles and large trucks carrying wheat, potatoes, beans, corn, and sugar 
beets from July through October each year. 
 
Lou Lenzen-- 
Citizen Comment Response 

Floyd West -general support for project 
-liked left-turn lanes as a feature 

Thanked Floyd for 
comments 

Wally Wallesen -lives in Angora, prefers the existing alignment 
for the location.  Does not like the bypass 
alternate. 
-concerns about wide farm machinery getting 
from points west of Angora to points east of 
the BN Railroad tracks. 
-did not agree with the District’s decision to 
place delineators along the highway in Angora 
to prevent the illegal use of the public’s right 
of way. 

Thanked Wally for 
comments 

Jim Douglas Lives due north of Angora on County Road 
120; prefers the alternate that goes through 

Thanked Jim for 
comments 
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Angora.  Does not like the shifted alternate 
because it is too close to his home. 

Bill and Pat Heitz General comments Thanked Bill and Pat for 
comments 

Virgil Blakeman -Lives in the north east quadrant of US-385 
and Rock Road. 
-General comments. 
-does not like that Rock Road is closed the 
railroad. 

Thanked Virgil for 
comments 

Carol West -likes alternate 1. Thanked Carol for 
comment 

 
Toby Fierstein-- 
 The owner of Prairie Storage in Alliance owns property along Hwy 385 North of Alliance.  He 
was curious about what would happen with the Hwy north of Alliance.  We informed him that the long 
term plan for the Heartland Expressway was for the four lane to end at Alliance and that the Hwy near his 
property would remain a two lane with truck passing lanes.  He was in favor of the project we showed at 
the meeting due to the heavy traffic in the corridor and the difficulty in passing.  He also mentioned that 
he preferred Alternate 1 at the L62 junction. 
 
The owner of the property in the Southeast corner of the southwest quarter section of  Section 21-T22N-
R50W (I didn’t catch his name at the meeting but the name on the ownership plans is Edward Donnelly) 
was concerned with the alternate we showed going around Angora as it would move the Hwy to his 
property line.  He preferred that the Hwy stayed on alignment and went through Angora. 
 
I talked to the gentleman who owned the first house north of Kansas St. along Hwy 385 in Alliance.  He 
was concerned with the projects impacts to his property.  I directed him to Matt McFadden, so that Matt 
could explain the different alternatives to him 
 
Peg, the city administrator of Hemingford was in favor of the project and wanted to see it built.  She 
mentioned that she had been on a Heartland committee at one time.  She was worried about losing the 
funding that has been earmarked for the project.  She was in favor of whatever alternates were cheapest if 
it meant we could build more of the four-lane with the money saved. 
 
I talked to a few other people but no one had any specific comments, but everyone was in favor of us 
building the project.  Most people wanted to know when we were going to start. 
 
Greg Weinert-- 
 Stayed close to sign-in table primarily, but did speak to several land owners about the Right-of Way 

process 




