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FHWA and NDOR have worked to create 
a process that is:

 Compliant
 Standardized
 Streamlined

Auburn, NE



◦ Guidance that establishes a standardized
process for Section 4(f) evaluation

◦ Section 4(f) Initial Assessment Form (for each
project)

◦ Section 4(f) Exceptions Form

◦ Section 4(f) de minimis Form

Prescott Elementary, Lincoln, NE



The New 
Nebraska 

Section 4(f) 
flowchart



Step 1:

Are Properties 
Present?





 Historic sites that are either listed or eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places

 Publicly-owned parks, recreation areas, and 
wildlife/waterfowl refuges of national, state, or 
local significance

Valentine National 
Wildlife Refuge



Trails Canoe 
Trails

School 
Playgrounds













Documentation of Section 4(f) use: 
The Initial Assessment Form





First – Does an Exception Apply?





Step 4: Exceptions Form

Exceptions Form





















Section 6009(a) of the SAFETEA-LU Act

Impacts that will not adversely affect the 
features, attributes or activities that qualify the 

parks, recreation areas, or refuges for 
protection, or that no historic property is 

affected or there will be “no adverse effect” on 
the historic property











Historic Properties

◦ The Section 106 outreach component satisfies de minimis
coordination requirements for Historic Properties

◦ Can have no adverse affect under Section 106 for de minimis
to apply



Parks, Recreation Areas and ‘Refuges’

◦ Coordination with NDOR Public Affairs officer required 
prior to outreach 

◦ Audience for outreach and method of outreach tailored 
to reach the users of the Section 4(f) property

◦ Must specifically disclose impact to Section 4(f) property 
and make it known the intent to use de minimis in the 
outreach material



 The OWJ is the entity responsible for the 
management of the resource 

 OWJ must be provided public feedback prior to 
requesting their concurrence

 Request OWJ concurrence that…..
the impact will not adversely affect the property

-not-
whether they concur the impact is de minimis













• 23 CFR 774

• Guidance for Completing the Section 4(f) Review
Process in Nebraska for Federal-aid Projects

• FHWA Section 4(f) online tutorial

• FHWA Section 4(f) Policy Paper, including Q&A’s

• NHI Section 4(f) training






