
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NDOR Celebrates Groundbreaking for First Bridge in the 
County Bridge Match Program 
June 13, 2017 (Broken Bow, Neb.) — Today, the Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) announced 
the groundbreaking on the first bridge in the County Bridge Match Program (CBMP), created as a result 
of the Transportation Innovation Act (TIA), signed into law in April 2016 by Governor Pete Ricketts.  The 
CBMP provides accelerated funding to counties for the innovative replacement and repair of deficient 
county bridges. 
 
The bridge is located in Custer County, which currently has approximately 227 bridges, most of which are 
maintained by the local county bridge crew.  This 25-foot timber bridge near Broken Bow will be replaced 
with two 84-inch round equivalent culvert pipes.  In addition, headwalls and wing walls will be constructed. 
 
Twelve members of the CBMP working group, selected in April 2016 and comprised of leaders from 
across Nebraska, representing statewide associations, county officials and bridge authorities, worked 
together to develop the selection criteria.  Members of the working group include: Larry Dix, Nebraska 
Association of County Officials (NACO) Executive Director; Steve Riehle, Hall County Engineer and 
President of the Nebraska Association of County Engineers, County Highway Superintendents and 
County Surveyors (an affiliate of NACO); County Superintendents Chris Jacobsen, Custer County, Steve 
Mika, Saunders County, Kevin Barta, Knox County, and Tim Ryan, Keith County; Dennis Wilson, Sarpy 
County Engineer and member of NDOR Innovation Task Force; Moe Jamshidi, Mark Traynowicz, Mick 
Syslo, Andy Cunningham and Larry Legg, representing NDOR. 
 
The selection criteria scoring process took into account innovation, significance of the bridges, and needs 
of the counties.  There was a robust response from the counties and 68 bridges were selected in January 
of this year.  The funded projects will be developed, let for bids, and constructed under the supervision of 
the counties.  The CBMP will fund 55 percent of eligible bridge construction costs up to a maximum of 
$150,000 per bridge. 
  



Working group member Chris Jacobsen noted, “Throughout this process, we appreciated NDOR’s 
emphasis on ensuring stakeholders’ involvement and providing a comprehensive but user friendly 
application process.” 
 
The CBMP is one of three programs established by TIA. Other programs include the Accelerated State 
Highway Capital Improvement Program and the Economic Opportunity Program. TIA authorizes up to 
$40 million from the Transportation Infrastructure Bank to be used for the CBMP, which terminates in 
2023. 
 
According to NDOR Director, Kyle Schneweis, “We are excited about the success of this program, in 
which the participation of our local bridge partners has been essential.  As we move forward, their 
continued participation and feedback will help to improve and enhance this program.” 
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