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May 15, 2024 
 
NDOT Bridge Division – Bridge Inspection Program 
 

Bulletin 24.03 
 
Subject: Inspection Report Note Quality  
 
To: Nebraska Public Bridge Owners and Inspectors 
 
 
It is required to provide bridge inspection notes which describe and justify any NBI condition 
rating of 5 or less for bridge deck (Item 58), bridge superstructure (Item 59), bridge substructure 
(Item 60), or culvert (Item 62). Also provide notes for any bridge elements that have any quantity 
appraised in Condition State (CS) 3, or 4. Notes should clearly describe the type, size, and 
location of any defects. 
 
NBI condition notes should be provided in BrM > Inspection > Condition > NBI/Elem Condition > 
Inspection Notes. 
 

 
 
 
Element condition notes should be provided in BrM > Inspection > Condition > NBI/Elem 
Condition > Element Conditions in the Notes field of the relevant bridge element. The 
screenshot below shows the location of the Notes edit field for a reinforced concrete bridge 
deck element. Similar Notes editing is available for each element. 
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Examples: 
 
Concrete deck with 1080 defect: 
 

 
 

 
If an element has multiple Condition State defects, each has a note as to how much is 
where. 

 
Strip Seal Example: 

 
Note that there is some CS-3 and CS-4 defects.  A separate note for each Condition State is 
required. 

 
 
NBI Inspection Notes Example: 

 
 
Notes are required for any NBI condition rating of 5 or less.  The general notes should be 
detailed as to location and the quantity of the defect. 
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Example: 
 

 
 
Above is an example of an inspection note that is lacking some detail. 
 

1. The note calls out “heavy rust”.  The bridge had surface rust.  If there is “heavy rust”, 
there should a call out as to the remaining section. 

2. “exterior stringers lean out at top”. There should a dimension or sketch detailing the 
amount of rotation from vertical.  (There were no photos either showing defect) 

3. “Abutment 1 piling lean North at top by 2 to 3 feet”.  There should be a measurement of 
how much this pile is out of plumb.  The next time it is inspected, the inspector can see if 
the pile is leaning more or is stable.   

 
Keep complete notes.  Use photos and sketches to back up or supplement your notes. 
 
 
Attachments: None  
 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Wayne Patras  
wayne.patras@nebraska.gov 
402-479-4360 
 
Kent Miller 
kent.miller@nebraska.gov 
402-479-4705 
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